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The histological picture was so striking that the sections from epileptic cases 
could easily be recognized. The author does not attempt to prove that the 
gliosis is the cause of the epilepsy, but believes it probable that the enrage 
is at least simultaneous, as it is not more marked in cases of long duration 
than in recent ones. 

Two Gases of Cerebral Spastic Diplegia. 

Oppenheim observed this in a mother, aged thirty-one years, and her 
daughter, ten years. Ever since her childhood, perhaps from birth, the 
mother had motor disturbances in the muscles of the body, extremities, face, 
tongue, palate, pharynx, and larynx. The condition was one of paresis or 
paralysis, with spasms and athetosis. The intellect was well preserved, bnt 
the patient waa perfectly dumb. The motiona of crying and laughing were 
preserved The expression was somewhat drawn; trismus was permanent; 
the muscles of the face moved with difficulty or sometimes involuntarily; 
motion of the tongue was difficult. There were distinct athetosis of the hands 
and spastic paralysis of the feet * 

The daughter was able to speak only for the last year, and then with diffi¬ 
culty, but otherwise was in much the same condition as the mother. The 
spastic condition of the legs was not so marked, bnt there were the same facial 
expression, trismus, and difficulty of swallowing and chewing .—Berliner klm. 
Wochemchrift, 1895, No. 34. 

Cerebral Hemorrhage in Whooping-cough. 

Oppenheim reports the following rare case: A lad of eight years sud¬ 
denly became unconscious while sick with whooping-cough. At first there 
were no local symptoms. Later, the previous agitation subsided, complete 
somnolence followed. Gradually spasms began in the right side of the face, 
and extended over the whole right side. The convulsions came on in par¬ 
oxysms, following closely after attacks of coughing. After three days the 
attacks became less frequent and severe. Paralysis of the right arm and leg, 
with absent reflexes on that side, then developed. On the sixth day the in¬ 
tellect began to clear up, though aphasia persisted until the tenth day. By 
the end of three weeks recovery was complete. 

It appeared that the boy was in the habit of closing the mouth and nose 
at the beginning of a coughing-paroxysm, and to make strong expiratory 
efforts, in order to check the cough. It can hardly be doubted that this 
assisted in the production of a hemorrhage in the left hemisphere, as Oppen¬ 
heim supposed .—Deutsche Tried. Wochenichrift , 1896, No. 17. 

Diphtheria and Antitoxin. 

The Metropolitan Asylums Board of London has recently issued a statis¬ 
tical report on the use of antitoxin in diphtheria, as observed in six fever 
hospitals during 1895. 

The statistics are based on a comparison with cases treated during 1894, 
when no antitoxin was used, this year being chosen on account of the fact 
that the mortality was exceptionally low at that time. 
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The tables show a general decrease in mortality of 7.1 per cent, in favor ot 
1895. The reduction is more striking if age and the day of the disease on 
which the antitoxin was administered are taken into account. 

In the first quinquennium of life the results are most striking, and here the 
mortality is reduced 13.2 per cent in 1895, lower than it was in 1894. 

The necessity of administering the antitoxin early is forcibly shown by the 
statistics bearing on the relation between date of administration and mortal¬ 
ity, as it is shown that those cases in which the antitoxin was administered 
on the firet and second days show a mortality of 4.6 per cent, and 14.8 per 
cent, respectively, in 1895, as against 22.5 per cent and 14.8 per cent in 1894. 

The mortality in laryngeal cases is also shown to be greatly reduced, the 
percentage in 1895 being 49.3 as compared to 70.4 in 1894. 

The complications of the disease were apparently not influenced by the 
antitoxin, as cases showing complications were rather more numerous in 1895 
than in 1894. That this was not due to the antitoxin is shown by comparing 
an equal number of cases in 1894 and 1895 not treated by antitoxin, when it 
is seen that the 1895 cases show a higher percentage of complications. 

The authors summarize the results of their inquiry in the following conclu¬ 
sions : 

1. There i3 a great reduction in the mortality of cases brought under the 
antitoxin treatment on the first and second days of the disease. 

2. That in this series of hospitals the combined general mortality is below 
that of any other year. 

3. That there is a particularly remarkable lowering of mortality in the 
laryngeal cases. 

4. That there is a uniform improvement in tracheotomy results. 

5. That there is a beneficial effect produced upon the clinical course of 
the disease. 

They consider the value of the antitoxin to be demonstrated from the study 
of this large number (2182) of cases; and lay particular stress upon begin¬ 
ning the treatment as early as possibl e.— Metropolitan Asylums Board . Report 
of the Medical Superintendents upon the Use of Antitoxic Serum in Diphtheria . 
London, 1896. _ 

UniEBno Aphasia. 

At a recent meeting of the Hospital Medical Society of Paris Rendu gave 
the history of a patient presenting this interesting condition. 

The patient was a man of fifty-six years, and was admitted to the hospital 
with the history of having suddenly been seized with an apoplectic attack. 
The morning following admission he had regained consciousness, and his 
three main symptoms were aphasia, monoplegia of the right arm, and a sys¬ 
tolic murmur at the base of the heart. 

**“ From these signs a diagnosis of cerebral embolism was made. Some days 
later the patient was seized with a sudden attack of intense dyspnoea, with 
Cheyne-Stokes breathing; the urine was scant and very albuminous, and the 
blood contained seventy-five centigrammes of urea to the litre. The diag¬ 
nosis was then made of urremic poisoning. 

The patient was bled immediately, and recovered in a day or two, both the 
monoplegia and the aphasia entirely disappearing. 



